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expressing the sense of Congress re-
garding a free trade agreement between 
the United States and Taiwan. 

S. RES. 182 

At the request of Mr. COLEMAN, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 182, a resolution supporting efforts 
to increase childhood cancer aware-
ness, treatment, and research. 

S. RES. 485 

At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 485, a resolution to express the 
sense of the Senate concerning the 
value of family planning for American 
women. 

S. RES. 531 

At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the 
names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. ISAKSON), the Senator from Ari-
zona (Mr. MCCAIN) and the Senator 
from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 531, a 
resolution to urge the President to ap-
point a Presidential Special Envoy for 
Sudan. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mrs. CLINTON: 
S. 3716. A bill to designate the facil-

ity of the United States Postal Service 
located at 100 Pitcher Street in Utica, 
New York, as the ‘‘Captain George A. 
Wood Post Office Building’’; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, I am 
proud to introduce legislation which 
would designate the facility of the U.S. 
Postal Service located at 100 Pitcher 
Street in Utica, NY, as the Captain 
George A. Wood Post Office Building. 

CAPT George A. Wood bravely served 
our Nation in Iraq before his tragic 
death on November 20, 2003. 

Captain Wood was born and raised in 
Utica, NY, in the heart of the Mohawk 
Valley. As a student at Notre Dame 
Junior-Senior High School, Wood ex-
celled both in the classroom and on the 
athletic field, where he participated in 
football and track and field. 

Upon graduation from high school, 
Wood attended Cornell University. He 
played on the university’s football 
team, but focused most of his attention 
on his academics, particularly his his-
tory coursework. After earning his 
bachelor’s degree in 1993, Wood contin-
ued in his academic pursuits, earning 
master’s degrees at SUNY–Albany and 
SUNY–Cortland. 

Wood’s interest in history continued 
after he entered the U.S. Army. As a 
captain in the 4th Infantry Division, 
Wood’s responsibilities included lead-
ing a tank unit in Iraq. He told his wife 
that his experience leading troops 
would someday help him prepare for a 
doctorate in military history. 

Captain Wood hoped to teach history 
and coach football at the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, NY. Unfortu-

nately, his untimely death will prevent 
this dream from becoming a reality. 
However, we can honor this great 
American for the sacrifice he made de-
fending the freedoms we all enjoy. 

Captain Wood’s father and grand-
father both worked at the Pitcher 
Street Post Office in Utica, NY, and it 
would be a fitting honor to designate 
this facility in tribute to CAPT George 
A. Wood. 

I ask that the Senate come together 
and honor this brave American hero for 
his service to our Nation. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
text of the bill be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3716 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. CAPTAIN GEORGE A. WOOD POST OF-

FICE BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 100 
Pitcher Street in Utica, New York, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘Captain 
George A. Wood Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Captain George A. 
Wood Post Office Building’’. 

By Mr. HARKIN: 
S. 3717. A bill to amend the Rehabili-

tation Act of 1973 and the Public 
Health Service Act to set standards for 
medical diagnostic equipment and to 
establish a program for promoting good 
health, disease prevention, and 
wellness and for the prevention of sec-
ondary conditions for individuals with 
disabilities, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3717 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Promoting 
Wellness for Individuals with Disabilities 
Act of 2006’’. 
SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF STANDARDS FOR AC-

CESSIBLE MEDICAL DIAGNOSTIC 
EQUIPMENT. 

Title V of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 
U.S.C. 791 et seq.) is amended by adding at 
the end of the following: 
‘‘SEC. 510. ESTABLISHMENT OF STANDARDS FOR 

ACCESSIBLE MEDICAL DIAGNOSTIC 
EQUIPMENT. 

‘‘(a) STANDARDS.—Not later than 9 months 
after the date of enactment of the Promoting 
Wellness for Individuals with Disabilities 
Act of 2006, the Architectural and Transpor-
tation Barriers Compliance Board shall issue 
(including publishing) standards setting 
forth the minimum technical criteria for 
medical diagnostic equipment used in (or in 
conjunction with) physician’s offices, clinics, 

emergency rooms, hospitals, and other med-
ical settings. The standards shall ensure that 
such equipment is accessible to, and usable 
by, individuals with disabilities, and shall 
allow independent entry to, use of, and exit 
from the equipment by such individuals to 
the maximum extent possible. 

‘‘(b) MEDICAL DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT COV-
ERED.—The standards issued under sub-
section (a) for medical diagnostic equipment 
shall apply to equipment that includes exam-
ination tables, examination chairs (including 
chairs used for eye examinations or proce-
dures, and dental examinations or proce-
dures), weight scales, mammography equip-
ment, x-ray machines, and other radiological 
equipment commonly used for diagnostic 
purposes by health professionals. 

‘‘(c) REVIEW AND AMENDMENT.—The Archi-
tectural and Transportation Barriers Com-
pliance Board shall periodically review and, 
as appropriate, amend the standards.’’. 
SEC. 3. WELLNESS GRANT PROGRAM FOR INDI-

VIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES. 
Part P of title III of the Public Health 

Service Act (42 U.S.C. 280g et seq.) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new 
section: 
‘‘SEC. 399P. ESTABLISHMENT OF WELLNESS 

GRANT PROGRAM FOR INDIVIDUALS 
WITH DISABILITIES. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(1) INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY DE-

FINED.—For purposes of this section, the 
term ‘individual with a disability’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 7(20) of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 
705(20)), for purposes of title V of such Act (29 
U.S.C. 791 et seq.). 

‘‘(2) WELLNESS GRANT PROGRAM FOR INDIVID-
UALS WITH DISABILITIES.—The Secretary, in 
collaboration with the National Advisory 
Committee on Wellness for Individuals With 
Disabilities, may make grants on a competi-
tive basis to public and nonprofit private en-
tities for the purpose of carrying out pro-
grams for promoting good health, disease 
prevention, and wellness for individuals with 
disabilities, and preventing secondary condi-
tions in such individuals. 

‘‘(b) REQUIREMENT OF APPLICATION.—To be 
eligible to receive a grant under subsection 
(a), a public or nonprofit private entity shall 
submit to the Secretary an application at 
such time, in such manner, and containing 
such agreements, assurances, and informa-
tion as the Secretary determines to be nec-
essary to carry out this section. 

‘‘(c) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—With respect 
to promoting good health and wellness for 
individuals with disabilities described in sub-
section (a), activities for which the Sec-
retary may make a grant under such sub-
section include— 

‘‘(1) programs or activities for smoking 
cessation, weight control, nutrition, or fit-
ness that focus on the unique challenges 
faced by individuals with disabilities regard-
ing these issues; 

‘‘(2) preventive health screening programs 
for individuals with disabilities to reduce the 
incidence of secondary conditions; and 

‘‘(3) athletic, exercise, or sports programs 
that provide individuals with disabilities (in-
cluding children with disabilities) an oppor-
tunity to increase their physical activity in 
a dedicated or adaptive recreational environ-
ment. 

‘‘(d) PRIORITIES.— 
‘‘(1) ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—The Secretary 

shall establish a National Advisory Com-
mittee on Wellness for Individuals With Dis-
abilities that shall set priorities to carry out 
this section, review grant proposals, and 
make recommendations for funding, and an-
nually evaluate the progress of the program 
under this section in implementing the pri-
orities. 
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‘‘(2) REPRESENTATION.—The Advisory Com-

mittee established under paragraph (1) shall 
include representation by the Department of 
Health and Human Services Office on Dis-
ability, the United States Surgeon General 
or his designee, the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, private nonprofit orga-
nizations that represent the civil rights and 
interests of individuals with disabilities, and 
individuals with disabilities or their family 
members. 

‘‘(e) DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION.—The 
Secretary shall, in addition to the usual 
methods of the Secretary, disseminate infor-
mation about the availability of grants 
under the Wellness Grant Program for Indi-
viduals with Disabilities in a manner de-
signed to reach public entities and nonprofit 
private organizations that are dedicated to 
providing outreach, advocacy, or inde-
pendent living services to individuals with 
disabilities. 

‘‘(f) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary 
shall, not later than 180 days after the date 
of the enactment of the Promoting Wellness 
for Individuals with Disabilities Act of 2006, 
and annually thereafter, submit to Congress 
a report summarizing activities, findings, 
outcomes, and recommendations resulting 
from the grant projects funded under this 
section during the preceding fiscal year. 

‘‘(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
For the purpose of making grants under this 
section, there are authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary.’’. 
SEC. 4. IMPROVING EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

TO PROVIDE MEDICAL SERVICES TO 
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES. 

(a) COORDINATED PROGRAM TO IMPROVE PE-
DIATRIC ORAL HEALTH.—Section 320A(b) of 
the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 
247d–8(b)) is amended by— 

(1) striking ‘‘, or to increase’’ and inserting 
‘‘, to increase’’; and 

(2) striking the period and inserting the 
following ‘‘, or to provide training to im-
prove competency and clinical skills in pro-
viding oral health services to, and commu-
nicating with, patients with disabilities, in-
cluding those with intellectual disabilities.’’. 

(b) CHILDREN’S HOSPITALS THAT OPERATE 
GRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS.— 
Section 340E of the Public Health Service 
Act (42 U.S.C. 256e) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(h) REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE TRAINING.— 
To be eligible to receive a payment under 
this section, a children’s hospital shall pro-
vide training to improve competency and 
clinical skills in providing health care to, 
and communicating with, patients with dis-
abilities, including those with intellectual 
disabilities, as part of any approved graduate 
medical residency training program provided 
by the hospital.’’. 

(c) CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE.—Section 
736(b) of the Public Health Service Act (42 
U.S.C. 293(b)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (6)(B), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 
and inserting a semicolon; 

(2) by redesignating paragraph (7) as para-
graph (8); and 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (6) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(7) to carry out a program to improve 
competency and clinical skills of students in 
providing health services to, and commu-
nicating with, patients with disabilities, in-
cluding those with intellectual disabilities; 
and’’. 

(d) FAMILY MEDICINE, GENERAL INTERNAL 
MEDICINE, GENERAL PEDIATRICS, GENERAL 
DENTISTRY, PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY, AND PHY-
SICIAN ASSISTANTS.—Section 747(a)(6) of the 
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 
293k(a)(6)) is amended by striking ‘‘pediatric 
dentistry.’’ and inserting the following: ‘‘pe-
diatric dentistry; and 

‘‘(7) to plan, develop, and operate a pro-
gram for the training of physicians or den-
tists, or medical or dental residents, to im-
prove competency and clinical skills of phy-
sicians and dentists in providing services to, 
and communicating with, patients with dis-
abilities, including those with intellectual 
disabilities.’’. 

(e) ADVISORY COUNCIL ON GRADUATE MED-
ICAL EDUCATION.—Section 762(a)(1) of the 
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 
294o(a)(1)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 
and inserting a semicolon; 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(G) appropriate efforts to be carried out 

by hospitals, schools of medicine, schools of 
osteopathic medicine, schools of dentistry, 
and accrediting bodies with respect to 
changes in undergraduate and graduate med-
ical training to improve competency and 
clinical skills of physicians in providing 
health care services to, and communicating 
with, patients with disabilities, including 
those with intellectual disabilities; and’’. 

(f) MEDICARE GRADUATE MEDICAL EDU-
CATION PROGRAMS.—Section 1886(h) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395ww(h)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(8) REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE TRAINING.— 
To be eligible to receive a payment under 
this subsection, a hospital shall provide 
training to improve competency and clinical 
skills in providing health care to, and com-
municating with, patients with disabilities, 
including those with intellectual disabilities, 
as part of any approved medical residency 
training program provided by the hospital.’’. 

(g) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsections (b), (c), and (f) shall 
take effect 180 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

By Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. 
ENSIGN, Mr. SALAZAR, Mr. AL-
LARD, and Mr. CRAIG): 

S. 3719. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow public 
school districts to receive no interest 
loans for the purchase of renewable en-
ergy systems, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the text of the bill 
be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3719 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Renewable 
Schools Energy Act of 2006’’. 
SEC. 2. QUALIFIED RENEWABLE SCHOOL ENERGY 

BONDS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter U of chapter 1 

of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relat-
ing to incentives for education zones) is 
amended by redesignating section 1397F as 
section 1397G and by adding at the end of 
part IV of such subchapter the following new 
section: 
‘‘SEC. 1397F. QUALIFIED RENEWABLE SCHOOL 

ENERGY BONDS. 
‘‘(a) ALLOWANCE OF CREDIT.—If a taxpayer 

holds a qualified renewable school energy 
bond on 1 or more credit allowance dates of 
the bond occurring during any taxable year, 
there shall be allowed as a credit against the 
tax imposed by this chapter for the taxable 
year an amount equal to the sum of the cred-
its determined under subsection (b) with re-
spect to such dates. 

‘‘(b) AMOUNT OF CREDIT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The amount of the credit 

determined under this subsection with re-
spect to any credit allowance date for a 
qualified renewable school energy bond is 25 
percent of the annual credit determined with 
respect to such bond. 

‘‘(2) ANNUAL CREDIT.—The annual credit de-
termined with respect to any qualified re-
newable school energy bond is the product 
of— 

‘‘(A) the credit rate determined by the Sec-
retary under paragraph (3) for the day on 
which such bond was sold, multiplied by 

‘‘(B) the outstanding face amount of the 
bond. 

‘‘(3) DETERMINATION.—For purposes of para-
graph (2), with respect to any qualified re-
newable school energy bond, the Secretary 
shall determine daily or cause to be deter-
mined daily a credit rate which shall apply 
to the first day on which there is a binding, 
written contract for the sale or exchange of 
the bond. The credit rate for any day is the 
credit rate which the Secretary or the Sec-
retary’s designee estimates will permit the 
issuance of qualified renewable school en-
ergy bonds with a specified maturity or re-
demption date without discount and without 
interest cost to the qualified issuer. 

‘‘(4) CREDIT ALLOWANCE DATE.—For pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘credit allow-
ance date’ means— 

‘‘(A) March 15, 
‘‘(B) June 15, 
‘‘(C) September 15, and 
‘‘(D) December 15. 

Such term also includes the last day on 
which the bond is outstanding. 

‘‘(5) SPECIAL RULE FOR ISSUANCE AND RE-
DEMPTION.—In the case of a bond which is 
issued during the 3-month period ending on a 
credit allowance date, the amount of the 
credit determined under this subsection with 
respect to such credit allowance date shall 
be a ratable portion of the credit otherwise 
determined based on the portion of the 3- 
month period during which the bond is out-
standing. A similar rule shall apply when the 
bond is redeemed or matures. 

‘‘(c) LIMITATION BASED ON AMOUNT OF 
TAX.—The credit allowed under subsection 
(a) for any taxable year shall not exceed the 
excess of— 

‘‘(1) the sum of the regular tax liability (as 
defined in section 26(b)) plus the tax imposed 
by section 55, over 

‘‘(2) the sum of the credits allowable under 
part IV of subchapter A (other than subpart 
C thereof, relating to refundable credits, sub-
part H thereof, section 1400N(l), and this sec-
tion). 

‘‘(d) QUALIFIED RENEWABLE SCHOOL ENERGY 
BOND.—For purposes of this section— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘renewable 
school energy bond’ means any bond issued 
as part of an issue if— 

‘‘(A) 95 percent or more of the proceeds of 
such issue are to be used for a qualified pur-
pose with respect to a qualified school oper-
ated by an eligible local education agency, 

‘‘(B) the bond is issued by a State or local 
government of an eligible State within the 
jurisdiction of which such school is located, 

‘‘(C) the issuer— 
‘‘(i) designates such bond for purposes of 

this section, and 
‘‘(ii) certifies that it has the written ap-

proval of the eligible local education agency 
for such bond issuance, and 

‘‘(D) the term of each bond which is part of 
such issue is 20 years. 

‘‘(2) QUALIFIED SCHOOL.—The term ‘quali-
fied school’ means any public school or pub-
lic school system administrative building 
which is owned by or operated by an eligible 
local education agency. 
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‘‘(3) ELIGIBLE LOCAL EDUCATION AGENCY.— 

The term ‘eligible local education agency’ 
means any local educational agency as de-
fined in section 9101 of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965. 

‘‘(4) ELIGIBLE STATE.—The term ‘eligible 
State’ means, with respect to any calendar 
year)— 

‘‘(A) one of the five States with the great-
est percentage population growth for the 
most recent preceding year for which data is 
available as determined by the Bureau of the 
Census, and 

‘‘(B) the State with a total percentage pop-
ulation growth greater than 9 percent but 
less than 13.9 percent and a total population 
under the age of 19 of less than 300,000 as de-
termined under the 2000 Census. 

‘‘(5) QUALIFIED PURPOSE.—The term ‘quali-
fied purpose’ means, with respect to any 
qualified school, the purchase and installa-
tion of renewable energy products. 

‘‘(e) LIMITATION ON AMOUNT OF BONDS DES-
IGNATED.— 

‘‘(1) NATIONAL LIMITATION.—There is a na-
tional renewable school energy bond limita-
tion for each calendar year. Such limitation 
is $50,000,000 for 2007, $100,000,000 for 2008, 
$150,000,000 for 2009, and, except as provided 
in paragraph (4), zero thereafter. 

‘‘(2) ALLOCATION OF LIMITATION.—The na-
tional renewable school energy bond limita-
tion for a calendar year shall be allocated by 
the Secretary— 

‘‘(A) among the eligible States described in 
subsection (d)(4)(A), 30 percent to the State 
with the greatest percentage population 
growth, 20 percent to each of second and 
third ranked States, and 10 percent to each 
of the fourth and fifth ranked States, and 

‘‘(B) to the State described in subsection 
(d)(4)(B), 10 percent. 

The limitation amount allocated to an eligi-
ble State under the preceding sentence shall 
be allocated by the State education agency 
to qualified schools within such State. 

‘‘(3) DESIGNATION SUBJECT TO LIMITATION 
AMOUNT.—The maximum aggregate face 
amount of bonds issued during any calendar 
year which may be designated under sub-
section (d)(1) with respect to any qualified 
school shall not exceed the limitation 
amount allocated to such school under para-
graph (2) for such calendar year. 

‘‘(4) CARRYOVER OF UNUSED LIMITATION.—If 
for any calendar year— 

‘‘(A) the limitation amount for any eligible 
State, exceeds 

‘‘(B) the amount of bonds issued during 
such year which are designated under sub-
section (d)(1) with respect to qualified 
schools within such State, 

the limitation amount for such State for the 
following calendar year shall be increased by 
the amount of such excess. Any carryforward 
of a limitation amount may be carried only 
to the first 2 years following the unused lim-
itation year. For purposes of the preceding 
sentence, a limitation amount shall be treat-
ed as used on a first-in first-out basis. 

‘‘(f) OTHER DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of 
this section— 

‘‘(1) BOND.—The term ‘bond’ includes any 
obligation. 

‘‘(2) STATE.—The term ‘State’ includes the 
District of Columbia and any possession of 
the United States. 

‘‘(g) CREDIT INCLUDED IN GROSS INCOME.— 
Gross income includes the amount of the 
credit allowed to the taxpayer under this 
section (determined without regard to sub-
section (c)). 

‘‘(h) CREDITS MAY BE STRIPPED.—Under 
regulations prescribed by the Secretary— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There may be a separa-
tion (including at issuance) of the ownership 
of a qualified renewable school energy bond 

and the entitlement to the credit under this 
section with respect to such bond. In case of 
any such separation, the credit under this 
section shall be allowed to the person which, 
on the credit allowance date, holds the in-
strument evidencing the entitlement to the 
credit and not to the holder of the bond. 

‘‘(2) CERTAIN RULES TO APPLY.—In the case 
of a separation described in paragraph (1), 
the rules of section 1286 shall apply to the 
qualified renewable school energy bond as if 
it were a stripped bond and to the credit 
under this section as if it were a stripped 
coupon. 

‘‘(i) CREDIT TREATED AS NONREFUNDABLE 
BONDHOLDER CREDIT.—For purposes of this 
title, the credit allowed by this section shall 
be treated as a credit allowable under sub-
part H of part IV of subchapter A of this 
chapter. 

‘‘(j) SPECIAL RULES.—For purposes of this 
section, rules similar to the rules under 
paragraphs (3) and (4) of section 54(l) shall 
apply.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—The table 
of sections for part V of such subchapter is 
amended by redesignating section 1397F as 
section 1397G and by adding at the end of the 
table of sections for part IV of such sub-
chapter the following new item: 

‘‘Sec. 1397F. Credit for holders of qualified 
renewable school energy 
bonds.’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to bonds 
issued after December 31, 2006. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 539—CON-
GRATULATING THE DEPART-
MENT OF AGRONOMY IN THE 
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE AT 
KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY FOR 
100 YEARS OF EXCELLENT SERV-
ICE TO KANSAS AGRICULTURE 

Mr. BROWNBACK (for himself and 
Mr. ROBERTS) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry: 

S. RES. 539 

Whereas, in 2006, the Department of Agron-
omy in the College of Agriculture at Kansas 
State University in Manhattan, Kansas, cele-
brates its centennial year; 

Whereas Kansas State Agricultural College 
was established under the Morrill Act as the 
first land-grant college in the United States 
in 1863 and, in July 1906, the Kansas Board of 
Regents established the Department of 
Agronomy in the College of Agriculture at 
the Kansas State Agricultural College; 

Whereas, since its inception, the Depart-
ment of Agronomy has exemplified the land- 
grant mission by providing statewide leader-
ship in teaching, research, and extension 
programs in crop breeding, crop production, 
range science, soil science, and weed science; 

Whereas advances in sciences studied at 
the Department of Agronomy have had a 
major impact in insuring the profitability of 
Kansas agriculture while sustaining the nat-
ural resources and improving the livelihood 
of all Kansans; 

Whereas the faculty in the Department of 
Agronomy also have made significant inter-
national contributions to world food produc-
tion and natural resources sustainability, in-
cluding participation and leadership in long- 
term projects in India, the Philippines, Nige-
ria, Morocco, and Botswana; 

Whereas the faculty in the Department of 
Agronomy have distinguished themselves by 
receiving numerous university and national 
awards in teaching, research, and extension 
and provided service and leadership for na-
tional and international professional soci-
eties; 

Whereas the faculty in the Department of 
Agronomy have conducted research for sus-
tainable, efficient crop and range production 
systems that conserve natural resources and 
protect environmental quality; 

Whereas, today, a majority of the acres of 
wheat and a significant number of acres of 
alfalfa, soybean, and canola in Kansas are 
planted with varieties developed in the De-
partment of Agronomy; 

Whereas the Department of Agronomy ex-
tension specialists have provided informa-
tion to producers and industry regarding soil 
fertility, conservation of soil and water re-
sources, tillage and production systems, 
evaluation of crop varieties and hybrids, and 
protection of the environment, thus, keeping 
Kansas agriculture efficient and competi-
tive; 

Whereas the Department of Agronomy fac-
ulty have prepared students in agronomy to 
effectively serve agriculture and society by 
feeding the world and protecting soil and 
water resources; 

Whereas the alumni of the Department of 
Agronomy have distinguished themselves in 
the public and private sectors as crop, soil, 
range, and weed science professionals and 
have become farmers, extension agents, edu-
cators, administrators, consultants, rep-
resentatives, scientists, missionaries, mili-
tary officers, contractors, and a host of other 
professionals; and 

Whereas many alumni of the Department 
of Agronomy have become leaders in their 
communities, academia, industry, and gov-
ernment, contributing significantly to world 
agriculture by making hybrid corn a reality, 
developing seeds for the Green Revolution, 
developing sorghum into an important crop, 
breeding ‘‘Miracle Rice’’ for Asia, and lead-
ing national programs in wheat, barley, oat, 
and alfalfa: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate congratulates 
and commends the Department of Agronomy 
in the College of Agriculture at Kansas State 
University for 100 years of excellent service 
to Kansas agriculture, the citizens of Kan-
sas, the United States, and the world. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 540—ENCOUR-
AGING ALL 50 STATES TO REC-
OGNIZE AND ACCOMMODATE THE 
RELEASE OF PUBLIC SCHOOL 
PUPILS FROM SCHOOL ATTEND-
ANCE TO ATTEND OFF-CAMPUS 
RELIGIOUS CLASSES AT THEIR 
CHURCHES, SYNAGOGUES, 
HOUSES OF WORSHIP, AND 
FAITH-BASED ORGANIZATIONS 

Mr. DEMINT submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

S. RES. 540 

Whereas the free exercise of religion is an 
inherent, fundamental, and inalienable right 
secured by the 1st amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States; 

Whereas the free exercise of religion is im-
portant to the intellectual, moral, civic, and 
ethical development of students in the 
United States; 

Whereas the free exercise of religion must 
be conducted in a constitutionally appro-
priate manner; 

Whereas, in Zorach v. Clauson, 343 U.S. 306 
(1952), the United States Supreme Court held 
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